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Within the new inspection framework (Ofsted 2021) it is expected that childcare settings are actively promoting ‘British Values’ to set firm foundation for children to develop and understand the underpinning values of good citizenship.

JCN has a holistic and inclusive approach to childcare and education. Our aims values & philosophies reflect our ethos across the whole setting. The setting has a harmonious atmosphere where staff respects all children and adults within through a shared understanding of what British values are, and how these are fostered and valued in the nursery. We do not tolerate any discriminatory remarks or challenging behaviour from staff, parents, children, or visitors towards others.

The vital elements of British values are divided into four components, which are set out below explaining what they mean to us and how it is supported in our day to day practice. 

Democracy
We are listening to children’s views and feelings to make them feel valued and respected. Staff are good role models and demonstrate good communication skills amongst each other. In group discussions children are actively involved in setting nursery/group rules, which helps them to internalise them and follow them, and to understand what consequences it may have when not followed. The daily safety circle and group time is a time to listen to others and respect their views and feelings and with key person guidance to learn how to manage their emotions. It allows all children to share their thoughts and feelings, a perfect opportunity for the key person assess children’s overall wellbeing and give support if necessary. Our rolling snack time, free access to water, play areas and resources, enables children to make choices about what and where they would like to play and decide when they want to eat something or when they need a drink; though from time to time children need to be reminded to keep them hydrated.   

The rule of law
We have high expectations of the children attending the setting and expect them to behave to the rules set. We have a Behaviour Management policy and promote positive behaviour strategies to manage conflict or frustration, and praise and acknowledge desirable behaviour. Children learn continuously about right and wrong through social interactions with peers and adults, and subsequent discussion and review of daily activities and events at circle time. We strive to support children with EAL, and to understand the basic daily routine and rules, we provide parents with visual aids that they can explain and share in their home language; it reinforces their understanding when they are at nursery. 

Individual liberty
Children are encouraged to make their own choices in a caring, safe, and supportive environment.  We acknowledge children’s need for autonomy and encourage them to take risks, enabling them to learn about their own abilities and enhance their skills to become confident in what they are doing, and to raise their self - esteem. Persona dolls, safety circle, and talking sticks are resources we use to teach children empathy. We involve children in the planning of activities, daily set up of the room and choice of playing indoors or outdoors. Children can express their ideas and staff supports and facilitates their interests. 

Mutual respect & tolerance of those of different faiths &beliefs
We celebrate our diverse and multicultural people within the setting and in the community. Adults have open discussions with children about family, heritage and identity and the environment they live in. They learn everyone being different in their own right and still sharing the same environment. We believe that reasoning and empathy is an important skill for children to learn, as it is the foundation to mutual respect and tolerance for many things in life. We have an equal opportunity policy that provides the framework to ensure all children have the right and equal opportunity to fully participate. Through forest school, children learn how to respect the natural world surrounding them, including animals, plants, and people. We celebrate relevant festivals and customs throughout the year and children have plenty of opportunities to try a range of diverse culinary dishes. Furthermore, key persons teach children nursery songs, nursery rhymes, and key words in other languages. 
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